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Qualem Cereris vult effe facerdos. Juv. 


sees 2 AVING lately informed my readers, that 
wp the Femare PariiaMeEnT is now fitting, 
; oe I fhall proceed to lay before them the fub- 





& Fey rt tes ftance of a’ Debate, that happened in the 


Committee of Religion, and which was unex- 


‘pectedly occafioned by a Motion that was made by Mifs 


Graveairs, ‘This Committee had long been looked upon 
as ufelefs, but for form fake continued to meet, though 
it was adjourned immediately: but one day, there being 
more members prefent than ufual, the Chair-woman was 
no fooner in the Chair, than the lady above-mentioned 
addreffed her in the following fpeech. 7 


MADAM, 
T is with no lefs furprife than concern, that I reflect 
on the danger to which the greater part of my fex, 


either through ignorance or choice, are now expofed; and 
6 I I have 
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J have the ftrongeft reafons.to believe; that nothing but the 
vigorous and timely Refolutions of this wife Affembly can 
prevent them from changing their religion, and becoming 
RomMAN CaTuorics. What fubje& can be more intereft- 
ing and important to Us, whether we confider ourfelves as 
a Committee of Religion, a Parliament of Women, or an 
Affembly of Proteftants? Was fuch adefign to be carried 
into execution, the free ufe of our tongues would be taken 
away; we fhould never ‘be fuffered perhaps to fpeak to the 
other fex but through grates and bars, and this place of our 
Affembly would be probably the abode of Nuns and Fryars. 
But leaft you fhould think me thus alarmed without reafon, 
‘I thall now lay before you the grounds of my complaint ; 
* that, if it is not too late we may correct the evil, or if it is 


_Iwe may guard againit it, 


‘My fears are grounded on thofe remarks, that have long 
been made on the Drefs of the fex. Conftant as the men 
have ftiled us to the love of change, little have they ima- 


gined, that Popery was invariably the object to which every 
innovation was defigned to lead. So long ago as when, to 
the honour of our ex, a Queen was upon the throne, it 
was the fafhion, as we may leasn from Pope, for the ladies 
to wear upon their breafts a flaming Cross. The fame 
fafhion has been tranfmitted to the prefent times. What, 
Madam, is this but downright Popery? In the Catholi¢ 
countries they are contented with erecting Crucifixes in their 
roads and churches; but alas! in this Proteftant. kingdom 
Croffes are alike to be feen in places facred and profane, th¢ 
court, the playhoufe, and (pardon me ladies!) this venera- 
ble Affembly itfelf is not without them. I am apt to fufpeét, 
that this hetérodox introduction of the Crofs into the female 
drefs had an higher original, than the days of Queen Ann; 

whofe 
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swhofe affection for the Church was very weil ‘knowh, It 
feems tathet to have been ‘imported among ‘tis, ‘together 
with the efits, by the -Popifh Conforts of ‘the firft or 
fecond'Charles: or perhaps the ladies firft wore it in conr- 
plaifance to the Enghfh Pope oan, Queen Mary. . This 
much is certain, that atthe fame time our pious Reformer 
Queen Elizabeth expelled the Crofs from our altars, fhe 
effectually fecured the necks of our ladies from this fuper- 
{tition by the introduction of the Ruff. 


THE next part of our drefs that I fhall mention, which 
favours of Popery, is the Capucnin., This garment in truth 
has a near refemblance to that of the Fryar, whofe name it 
bears. Our grandmothers had already adopted the Hoop, 
their daughters by a gradual advance introduced the reft, 
but far greater improvements were ftill in ftore for Us. We 
all of us remember, for it is not above two years ago, how 
all colours were neglected for that of Purrie. In Purple 
we glowed from the hat to the fhoe, and in fuch requeit 
were the ribbons and filks of that favourite colour, that 
neither the milliner, mercer, nor dyer himfelf could aiifwer 
the demand. Who but muft think that this arofe from 
Popith principles? and though it may be urged that the 
admired Fanny, who firft introduced it, isno Nun, yet you 
may all remember that the Church of Rome herfelf has been 
ftyled, The Scarier, or as fome render it, The PurPre 
Whore. 


But to prove indifputably our manifeft approaches to 
Popery, let me now refer you to that fafhionable cloak, 
which, forry I am to fee it, is wore by the far greater part 
even of this Affembly, and which indeed is with great pro- 
priety ftyled, The Carpinat. For were his Holinefs the 
Pope to be introduced among us, he would almoft fancy 
himfelf 
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himfelf in his own Conclave : and were’ I not too well ‘ac- 
quainted with my fifters ‘principles, I myfelf fhould be in- 
duced to think, that to thofe ‘in’ fuch ‘grave attire ‘nothing 
but a cloyfter and a grate was wanting. ‘As to thofe°of 
gayer colours, you need not be told, that there are White and 
Grey Fryars abroad as well as Black: and as the Eng/i/h are 
fo remarkable for improving on their originals, we {hall not 
be then furprized at the variety of colours that appears 
among us, 


Ir has been whifpered too, that fome of my fifters have 
been fo fond of the Monkith aufterities, as to have their heads 
fhaved, This I do not aver of my own knowledge; but, if 
it is fo, they ftill condefcend to wear artificial locks, though 
it would not be at all ftrange, if they alfo fhould foon be 
laid afide, as they are already prepared for it by leaving off 
their caps. I fhall only defire you ftill farther to refle&, how 
fafhionable it is for the ladies to thine with borrowed faces ; 
and then J believe you will readily allow, that their votaries, 
the men, are in great danger alfo of being feduced to Popery; 
fince do they not already, by the compliments they pay toa 
painted face, addrefs an Image and adore a Picture? 


Wuar has now been faid will induce you, I hope, to 
pay a proper regard to the following Refolutions, ‘which, I 
humbly move, may be agreed to by this Committee, and re- 
prefented to the Houfe, | 


Refolved, 
That it is the opinion of this Committee, that in,order 
to prevent the growth of Popery, no garments fhall for 
the future be imported, of Popifh make or Pinger by 


Popifh names. 


Refolved, 
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co efaued, rovers ov 
jh in ordet to inforee aden Pree a every one Shall 
be obliged to prabtie the aufteritics of the fe% they imitate ; 
fo that for example the Cardine/s thall be,compelled te lead 
a fingle life, and the Capuchins to go bare-foot, . - 


“ts is aioe’ thet , asia b farther fanétien to o the Bil 
propofed,. every offender who-fhall. be deemed incorrigible; 
fhall ,be banithed from all routs, and monlacee to her 
atgeny feat for feyen winters.) 


Taw Motion, was ftrongly feconded by Lady Mendem, 
who urged in its. fupport, that to her certain knowledge many, 
of the fex very frequently affembled at one anothers ae 
(and particularly on the Sabbath) where Mafs Books were 
actually laid before them, and the warmeft adoration paid 
to foome {mall Pictures or painted Images, which fhe was 
told, refembled fome Kings and Queens that had been long 
canonized. And the Offerings that were conitantly made 
at their Shrines would (fhe faid) be found on a moderate 
computation, to.exceed ‘thefe that were formerly made at 
the tomb of Thomas 2 Becket. She added, that after the 
Catholic cuftom they always fafted on thofe nights, or if 
they fupt at all it was only on Fisu. 


Tue chief {peaker on the other fide of the queftion was 
Lady Smart, one of the reprefentatives for Gro/venor-Square, 
who by the way was ftrongly fufpected of being a preju- 
diced perfon, her enemies not denying that fhe had charms, 
which could almoft fandtify error itfelf. Nobody, fhe faid, 
could fufpe& the fex of inclining to Popery, who obferved 
the averfion they all difcovered to a fingle life. The 
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ufes of the obnoxious garments were allowed to be many; 
the names at leaft were innocent; and’ the cry againft 
them, the was fure, could only be raifed by the old and 
the ugly; fince nothing could be fo fantaftic, as not to 
become a pretty woman, 


Her ladythip was joined by the Beauties prefent; but 
they being few, their objections were ovet-ruled, and’ the 
Motion was carried. The next day the Houfe, on receiv- 
ing the report, after fome debate agreed to the Refolu- 
tions, and a Bill was ordered. to be prepared and brought 
in accordingly. Though at the fame time they were of 
opinion, Nem. Con, that if the Fic-Lrar Butt took place, 
thefe reftri€tions would be quite needlefs. | 


*,* We foould be glad to bear from G. &. 
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